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SUBJECT: NSW BYE-ELECTIONS 

REF: SYDNEY 1435 

1. AS WE APPROACH TWO NSW BYE-ELECTIONS IN COOGEE AND GOUL- 
BOURN IT APPEARS CLEAR THAT COUNTRY PARTY WILL WIN GOULBOURN 
WHILE LABOR HAS SLIM CHANCE TO TAKE COOGEE. 

2. LEADER OF STATE LABOR OPPOSITION, NEVILLE WRAN, WHO HAS 
BEEN WORKING HARD ON BOTH BELIEVES LABOR HAS A CHANCE IN 
COOGEE WHICH WAS WON BY LIBERALS WITH EIGHT VOTE MAJORITY IN 
ELECTION LAST DECEMBER. TIME HOWEVER WORKS AGAINST LABOR, 

SAYS WRAN, BECAUSE OF RECENT EVENTS ON THE FEDERAL SCENE. 

WRAN WISHES ELECTION COULD BE HELD TOMORROW BEFORE UNFRIENDLY 
TREND DEVELOPS FURTHER, BUT IS STILL HOPEFUL THAT LABOR 
CANDIDATE'S PERSONAL CHARM CAN RESIST THE UNFAVORABLE 
FEDERAL TRENDS. 
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